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From the end of November to early December I returned to Australia. I was really looking forward to it
because I was going for my older brother's wedding. It was awesome but because I was just there I decided to F N W & pid
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At first my mum suggested ‘why don't you take your younger brother back to Japan?”, but a lot of problems (C L/_E % TmHE D RF T he | Hi/]\- g X 1‘3:_{ 12
emerged and I wasn't able to bring him back with me this time. E) é ? TP ZES 3_2‘ 1 /1{ D Z:J_‘ Z\VQAN 4 E I b %6 A
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That's how my first Christmas away from my family began. As I wrote previously, Christmas is an important A E @D 3\ CB\ ES ﬁ% DA BT U T :E h == | &
event with lots of similarities to Japanese Oshogatsu were families gather together and celebrate. (S = gg = L U j% [c @_k I rCo g E [a) ,‘_,: % B E
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Instead of New Years Greeting Cards, we send Christmas cards. Instead of Otoshidama we get presents. B 1 % T ) L H L5 - 18
Instead of going to a Shrine we go to church. Instead of Omochi we have cake. Instead of Japanese Sake we ZOXRTFIFFE "HKFlcHlTBI2 E3 kb \ =%
have beer and wine. HEJENl TULETAXH REETD bﬁﬂ-FE%ﬁ?iz
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Much like how Japanese go to a shrine on new years for the atmosphere rather than religious reasons, T C—f > — B2 T FHE
Australians who have not been to a church all year may show up for Christmas Mass. This year was the first ﬁ e ] P ?_llé = HFE®X UL
time I went to Hatsumode (the new years day shrine visit). There were so many people I decided not to line up ‘o L ith il R %ED Z 15 At % Iz < C £
and just get my paper fortune. I opened it up and would you believe it!? It was Suekichi (w. h) . ‘-\a % %EI B }7;_8‘:2 %: /|7\—_|\ glg % i E:Ig % FI_
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I think the main difference is the year crossing noodles (Toshikoshi Soba). I dunno who cast this magical spell, T b b ? il % § %:‘__ 7t % % %\5 T ° é ?D] % j(@_lﬂ ﬁlyjli.”jj* &bﬁ
but according to myth; if you don't eat this Soba you can't cross into the new year. I suppose the only person Lo /;U (_: K 3 = V(& ) M E] d)
immune to this is me because, you may think I'm lying, but I swear I have never eaten this stuff. Someone = BE < é D 7& fis - 58 1L gg &b @ K :_Et E! = I{
even said to me Im amazed you managed to grow without eating Toshikoshi Soba” . F :i E CEI P ?ﬁz Z8 N . p—\
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I think the next thing I wanna try is Toshikoshi Soba, but if I do I'm worried I'll age all the years I missed in % 7L_ﬁ 7%( % f? hé % ? lé’g < % ji F % jt( i
one go and its freaking me out. H s FTEZHELO Y WNTIE = =
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